1TSSM

Creating VCE Success

SUMMARY NOTES

\ ar of Wonders”

Text guide by: Anna Purcell



Year of Wonders

Copyright © TSSM 2010

TSSM

ACN 099 422 670

ABN 54 099 422 670

A: Level 14, 474 Flinders Street Melbourne VIC
T: 1300134518

F: 03 97084354

W: tssm.com.au

E: info@tssm.com.au



mailto:info@tssm.com.au

Year of Wonders

Contents

AUTHOR NOTES ...t b et E et Rt b e et s bbbt e et e b e e b neenbe e anes 4
HISTORICAL CONTEXT ..ottt bbbt r e ar b nn et 5

(@] 7T o1 v 1 o] o OSSR
(Point Of View, Voice)
RePOrt WIILING STYIE ....ooieceiecec et

MEIOAIAMA. ... .ecvieiiie et et e re e sre e

StateS Of MING......c.ooiiiiiii e
SYMDBOIS ...
NALUFE oo
SETTINGS ..ot
CHAPTER SUMMARIES ...t
CHARACTER PROFILES...........ccccovnen.
Protagonists and Antagonists
Major Characters ..........cccceeveveiiciienieenad h
Minor Characters........c.cocvvevvveieeiie e
Relationships Between Char.
THEMES AND ISSUES. ......!
Fear and Distrust ...................%
Death and Mortality....................}
Love and Pathos gi....................}
Reason versus Sup  TTRTUR,
Secrets and Deceit ..

FINAL EXAMINATION
REFERENCES..................
RETEIENCES USEU ... ool ettt ettt e e e et e e st e e e sab e e e ebb e e e eab e e e ebbeeebteeasbeeeaabeeessbaeeanbeeesnseeesnseas
e e e O R (0TS (00 =1 o < ot

Note: All page numbers provided throughout this piece are taken from Year of Wonders, (2001) Fourth Estate, a division of
HarperCollins Publishers, printed in Australia by Griffin Press in 2002



Year of Wonders

AUTHOR NOTES

Geraldine Brooks is an Australian writer and former war correspondent. Since starting out with the Sydney
Morning Herald she has written for esteemed publications such as the Wall Street Journal, the New York
Times and the Guardian. She has published books of both fiction and non-fiction. Her acclaimed 1994 non-
fiction work, Nine Parts of Desire explored the role of women within Islam and she also wrote a memoir
called Foreign Correspondence in 1995. Year of Wonders (2001) was her first novel, an historical fiction
exploring the infamous year 1666 when plague struck a small mountain village as the result of an infected
piece of cloth from London. Her 2006 book March, an extrapolation out Louisa May Alcott’s famous
book Little Women, won the Pulitzer Prize. Her latest work, People of ook is a sprawling narrative set
across several centuries and continents tracing the history of the my us codex known as the Sarajevo

Geraldine married author Tony Horwitz in 1984. They hav gs. She divides her time
between Martha’s Vineyard in Massachusetts, US and Sydney,

She attributes her decision to become an historical fi e publication
of a notable article on the methane emissions Q ot*fer to journalistic

acclaim when she became the Middle East Bureati chi he second was after
she was arrested for being a spy in Nigeriagthi

and works look at her website:
ashington Post: “Plucky Charms ” by Bob

For a full account of Geraldin
http://www.geraldinebrooks.com/index.html
Thompson and “The Writing Li
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HISTORICAL CONTEXT

Eyam is a small village in Derbyshire, England. The village is best known for being the "plague village"
that chose to isolate itself when the plague was discovered there in August 1665, rather than let the infection
spread. The village was founded and named by Anglo-Saxons, although lead had been mined in the area by
the Romans.

The plague had been brought to the village in a flea-infested bundle of cloth that was delivered to tailor
George Viccars from London.

Within a week he was dead and was buried on 7 September 1665. After,
turned to their rector, the Reverend William Mompesson and the P
introduced a number of precautions to slow the spread of the illness

itial deaths, the townspeople
Minister Thomas Stanley. They
. These included the
rvices from the parish

church of St. Lawrence to Cucklett Delph to allow villag es, reducing the risk of
infection. Perhaps, the best known decision was to quarantine spread of
the disease. The plague raged in the village for 16 mg 60 villagers
with only 83 villagers surviving out of a populatiQ on a number of

When the first outsiders visited Eyam a quarter of the village had
survived the plague. Survival appeared r lague survivors had close contact with the
bacterium, but never caught the disease. For ancock never became ill, despite burying
six children and her husband i as the Riley graves). The unofficial village
gravedigger, Marshall Howe i j ing many infected bodies, as he had earlier

survived catching the disease.
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